
Royal Psalms, pt.i 
 

 Today we begin our final installment on the psalms by examining the Royal 

Psalms.  They are so called because they focus on the role of the monarchy which, 

along with the prophets and the priesthood, was one of Israel’s major institutions.  

However, the controlling idea of the royal psalms is centered on the indisputable fact of 

Yahweh’s reign.  He is enthroned in Zion, Ps 9:11, his dwelling place, 76:2, but he also 

reigns over all the earth as is clearly attested to by 99:2, “The LORD is great in Zion; he 

is exalted over all the peoples.”  and 47:2, “For the LORD, the Most High, is to be 

feared, a great king over all the earth.”  See also v. 5.  God’s reign over his covenant 

people and over all his creation, that is to say, his cosmic reign,  is therefore the context 

in as well as the pattern from which all other kingly reigns are derived.  

 The establishment of the Davidic king and dynasty by God’s covenant promises 

in 2 Samuel 7, marks a crucial point in the life of Israel.  Through David, God’s vice-

regent on earth, the Lord God began to fulfill his promises of an eternal kingship over 

his people, 2 Sam 7:13, 16; united the northern and southern regions of the land, 2 Sam 

5: 4 -5; and granted his people rest from all their enemies, 7:1, 11.  Through David, 

Yahweh established his theocracy over Israel who was required to live in covenant 

faithfulness and obedience to him for his glory, for their good and as a witness to the 

nations.   

 David was Israel’s ideal king as is evidenced by Yahweh’s consistent refrain, “for 

the sake of David my servant”, according to which Yahweh promises to defend the city 

of Jerusalem, 1 Ki 11:32; 2 Ki 19:34; etc. and to preserve his kingdom, 1 Ki 11:12-13, 

34; 15: 4 -5; etc.  This undergirding divine commitment is clearly stated in 2 Chron 21:7: 

“Yet the LORD was not willing to destroy the house of David, because of the covenant 

that he had made with David, and since he had promised to give a lamp to him and to 

his sons forever.”  Against the pervasive covenant unfaithfulness of Israel’s and Judah’s 

Kings, David stands out as God’s and Israel’s ideal king.  When the Lord God justly 

dispatched his sinful people into Babylonian exile thereby removing the king from the 

throne, the royal psalms rekindled the hope of the people in the divine promise of a 

Davidic dynasty by promising the emergence of another king.  This latter king is the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  In this regard, David is also the prototypical king, anticipating and 

predicting the rule of the supreme and eternal King of kings, Jesus Christ.  In this 

regard, many of the royal psalms that either refer specifically to or that indirectly refer to 

the Person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ, are called Messianic Psalms.  

Outstanding examples of messianic psalms are  psalm 2, v. 7 of which speaks of the 

establishment of his sonship, “"You are my Son; today I have begotten you.” and Ps 

110- his kingship in v. 1 is confirmed by the writer to the Hebrews in 1:13 and his eternal 

priesthood after the order of Melchizedek in v. 4, is authenticated the same writer in 5:6; 

6:20; 7:17. 



 It is commonly believed that the royal psalms are understood and identified more 

by their content than by any common structure.  Among these are psalms 2; 18; 20; 21; 

45; 72 and 89 which make specific reference to “the King” and psalms 101; 110; 132; 

and 144.  Other royal psalms refer to the king as “the anointed,”  for example, psalm 

132. In addition, these psalms  address such royal matters as the coronation, 2; 110; a 

royal wedding, 45; war, 18; 20; 144; righteousness and justice, 72; 101; etc. 
  
 

  

 
  

  

  

 
     

  

  


